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Directions: Carefully read the chart on the back of the page. Next, answer the questions below based on your reading of the chart.

Part of Athenian Question 1: Question 2:
Democracy:
Assembly Who could not be a part of the Assembly? What are the benefits to being part of the

Assembly?

Council of 500

What are the advantages of being a part of the Council?

What disadvantages might come from not being
represented in the council?

Board of Generals

What are the advantages of being part of the generals?

How could citizens be impacted in a negative way
by the Board of Generals?

Board of Officials

What are the ideal qualities needed to be successful in this position?

Juries

What conflicts do you see with the jury system set up in this
form?

What negative effects could this have on a citizen
that is not represented?




Where Do | Fit In Athenian Democracy?

Assembly

The Assembly was made up of all free male citizens 21 years of
age or older. It elected the Board of Generals. It also received and
considered proposals made by the Council and the Board of
Generals. The Assembly discussed and voted on all important
matters of state, including declaring war and appropriating (setting
aside or devoting for a special purpose) money.

Council of 500
The Council was an executive
body that prepared and
suggested items to be
considered by the Assembly. It
handled most of the routine
government businesses. It
was made up of 10
committees, which took turns
heading the Assembly. Its 500
members were chosen by lot
(randomly) from all the
citizens. Members had to be
at least 30 years old. They
served for one year.

Board of Generals
The Board of Generals was
made up of 10 generals who
were elected by the
Assembly. The Board
advised the Assembly on
military affairs. It led the
army and navy in wartime.

Board of Officials
The Board of Officials was elected to direct public
affairs such as the courts of justice.

Juries

Six (6) thousand people acted as judges and
jurors combined. Of these, at least 201 were
chosen by lot (randomly) for each trial. In
important cases, the jury would number 501 or
more people.




