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Family in Ancient China

DIRECTIONS: You have information from three different sources describing family life in Ancient
China. Use this information to add notes about these topics.

Family Life

The Chinese family was ruled by the father of the house. His wife and children were required to obey
him in all things. Women generally took care of the home and raised the children. Marriage partners
were decided by the parents and the preferences of the children getting married often had little
impact on the parent's choice.

A big part of Chinese family life was the respect of their elders. Children of all ages, even grown ups,
were required to respect their parents. This respect continued even after people were dead. The
Chinese would often would pray to their ancestors and offer sacrifices to them. Respect of the elders
was also part of the religion Confucianism.

School

Only wealthy boys attended school in Ancient China. They learned how to write using calligraphy.
They also learned about the teachings of Confucius and studied poetry. These were important skills
for government officials and the nobles.

Life of Women

The life of women in Ancient China was especially difficult. They were considered much less valuable

than men. Sometimes when a baby girl was born she was put outside to die if the family didn't want
it. This was considered okay in their society. Women had no say in who they would marry.

(from https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/daily_life.php)

Family Life Confucian teachings about
family loyalty and respect for elders
were key values. During the Han,
ancestor worship continued, People

Family Relationships 'The ancient
Chinese put a high value on family.
Society demanded that individuals show
loyalty to their family. Within the family,
older family members had more power
and privileges than younger ones. As in
most ancient societies, men had higher
status than women.

made offerings to show respect and gain
support from their ancestors.

Also, the Han legal code enforced
Confucian values. Parents could report
children who did not behave with filial
piety. Adult children would be punished
harshly. Younger children, though, were
usually exempt from punishment.

(from our textbook)



https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/daily_life.php
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Honoring Ancestors The most important

| spirits to many ancient Chinese were

those of their ancestors. They believed
that family members lived on after death
in the spirit world, The spirits of those
ancestors remained part of the family.
Like any family member, the ancestors
had to be supported and cared for. If the
living took care of their ancestors, then
the ancestors would protect and guide
them. But the spirits of ancestors could

also cause people trouble. The key to a
good relationship was for the living to

honor the dead.
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Over the centuries, the Chinese devel-
oped many rituals to honor their ances-
tors. Families had shrines with tablets
inscribed with ancestors' names. They
set out food for their ancestors on special
occasions to welcome them home, After
paper money came into use, they burned
fake “spirit” money to give the ancestors
income in the afterlife. Practices of hon-
oring the spirits of the dead are known
as ancestor worship. Many of these rituals
related to ancestor worship are performed
at holidays and funerals in China today.
Reading Check Why was it important
Lo the Chinese Lo honor their ancestors?
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